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endure a schism. The Abbe Michaud and Pastor
Kaminiski recommended taking their stand on the first
seven Councils, and so declaring themselves, on this
ground, a separate party from the Yatican Church.
But the position advocated by the other leaders, and
adopted by the Congress, was that they declare them-
selves Old Catholics, agreeing with the Churcli as it
existed before the new dogma of July 18, 1870. The
reasons for this course were many, and show the
prudence and sagacity of the leaders. In the first
place, they are not prepared to make any reforms.
The time is not come. They must do nothing to com-
promise their position as Old Catholics. They must
not give the Yatican Church the opportunity of saying
they have changed, nor must they do anything to inter-
fere with their rights in relation to the State.

The series of resolutions which concerned their
pastoral organization embraced only those things which
were necessary for existence. They consisted for the
most part of vindications of the right of the Old
Catholic priests to continue their functions, disregard-
ing the prohibitions of bishops who have fallen from
the faith. It was decided that a bishop should be
elected for the community. One resolution reserved
* for the constitutional organs of the Church the reform
of deeply-felt abuses,3 adding ' that for the present a
salutary and undoubtedly justifiable reform is to be
aimed at in the abolition of surplice fees, the sale of
masses, abuses and corruptions of the system of indul-
gences, veneration of saints, scapularies, medals, &c.'
The < constitutional organs,' to whom reform is ulti-
mately referred, we suppose to be the < organs' of the